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LAST MONTH’S BLINK

Retinal Astrocytoma

A 34-year-old man reported a centrocecal 
scotoma in the visual field of his left eye 
that had been present for more than 20 

years. Other than this, his ophthalmic medical his- 
tory was unremarkable. The patient also revealed 
that he was being investigated for tuberous sclerosis 
by the hospital’s neurology department due to the 
growth of numerous benign tumors in many parts 
of his body, including the bladder and kidney. 

Visual acuity was 20/20 in both eyes, and anteri-
or segment evaluation was unremarkable. Fundus 
examination revealed a yellowish semitransparent 
mulberry-like lesion, which was well circumscribed 
in front of the optic disc of the patient’s left eye 
(Fig. 1). Spectral-domain OCT (SD-OCT) of the 
lesion revealed moth-eaten optically empty spaces 
(Fig. 2). Fundus autofluorescence showed these 
ovoid hypolucencies as hyperautofluorescent, 
and the stroma of the solid lesion appeared in a 
pattern typical of retinal astrocytoma (Fig. 3).  
No other abnormal findings were evident in either 
eye. The patient was diagnosed with a single  
retinal astrocytoma, most likely associated with 
tuberous sclerosis. A record of the lesion was 
made by fundus photography (Fig. 1), and follow- 
up was scheduled to monitor the tumor.
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DOUTOR FERNANDO FONSECA, LISBON, PORTUGAL.

WHAT IS THIS MONTH’S MYSTERY CONDITION? Visit aao.
org/eyenet to make your diagnosis in the comments.
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